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Feeding propionic acid-treated, flaked sorghum to finishing steers
Abstract
Fifty-four yearling Hereford steers averaging 805 pounds were used in an 86-day finishing trial to
determine the effect of adding low levels of propionic acid to steam flaked sorghum grain. Three
treatments were examined. Treatment one consisted of sorghum grain steam flaked twice weekly for a
maximum of 4 days between flaking. Treatment two was the same as treatment 1 except that propionic
acid was added into the discharge auger at 0.15% of the weight of the flakes. Treatment three was flaking
once a week with propionic acid added at 0.25% of the weight of the flakes. Both acid levels significantly
(P<.05) improved gain and efficiency.
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